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The duo Paolo Fresu and Chano Dominguez is really an incredible quintessence of what today the 
philosophy of the “encounter” can afford. It would even be easy to indicate the basic terms of jazz, flamenco 
and mediterranean to quickly describe and label a project of these two true masters of contemporary 
music. 
Obviously, the base of that duo is composed by above described elements, but it’s rarely that an artistic 
encounter can reach up these levels. 
The two protagonists perform the musical themes with lightness and amiability, playing with musical art 
and enhancing the sense of a very special “Mediterranean meeting”. Starting from the common jazz 
territory, their sound is enriched with the historical themes of the "genetic" flamenco passion of Chano and 
the legendary naturalness and crystallinity of Paolo. These two gentlemen are travelers first of all both in 
the real sense of the term (Europe for Fresu and United States for Chano) and in the intimate one. The 
great travel theme is also the main and poetic focus of their encounter. They play with simplicity and great 
fascination so much to communicate easily the feeling that moves their artistic action. 
Another marvelous declination of musical art. 
 
 
 
Chano Dominguez 
**** 
Chano Domínguez is one of the most celebrated jazz musicians "recruited" by flamenco. Although Chano had already 
learned flamenco –the first instrument he learned to play, by ear, was the guitar- he also ventured into rock with his 
keyboard. Before he descended fully onto the flamenco scene with his “Chano Domínguez Trío”, he had already worked 
with renowned artists such as Pepe de Lucía, Potito and Juan Manuel Cañizares. 
Chano Domínguez has achieved an unusual integration between rhythms and languages of jazz and flamenco. He plays 
tangos, tanguillos, alegrías, compás de bulerías, fandangos and soleás on his piano with a traditional jazz structure. 
Nowadays Chano Domínguez is one of the most demanded musicians on the entire Spanish music scene, in any musical 
genre. He has worked with an extensive range of artists including Enrique Morente, Estrella Morente, Martirio, Marta 
Valdés, Gonzalo Rubalcaba, Ana Belén, Jorge Pardo, Carles Benavent, Paco de Lucía, Joe Lovano, Herbie Hancock, Jack 
DeJohnette and Wynton Marsalis with the Lincoln Center Jazz Orchestra. 
He has recorded several records such as: Chano (Nuba 1993), 10 de Paco (Nuevos Medios 1994), Hecho a Mano (Nuba 
1996), New Flamenco Sound (Verve 2007), Piano Ibérico (EMI 2010) or his last one Grammy nominée "Flamenco 
Scketches" (Blue Note 2011). 
His music has been played by many differents ensembles and orchestras such as: the Orquesta Nacional de España, WDR 
Big band, Lincoln Center Jazz Orchestra among others. 
He is currently based in the US, and teaching workshops at several colleges around the country such as the Julliard 
School in New York and the University of Washington. In 2016, he's been nominated for a Latin Grammy for his latest 
release "Bendito" where he features as producer, composer and pianist for his usual 'cantaor' (flamenco singer) Blas 
Cordoba AKA "El Kejio". 
 
 
Paolo Fresu 
**** 
Fresu is one of those musicians who come from time to time 
 to remind us why jazz is so special and unique" 
(Buenos Aires Herald) 
 
The village marching band and the most important international awards, the Sardinian countryside and the albums, 
discovering jazz and his many collaborations, his love of small things and Paris. There are not many people capable of 
putting together such a diverse array of elements and turn it into such an incredible and fast stylistic growth.  
Paolo Fresu succeeded in a country like Italy where, for too long, jazz was famous just like Shakespeare or Matisse 
paintings, Armstrong was little more than a freak show and Miles Davis was acknowledged well after his creative peak. 
The magic lies in the spontaneous way in which he managed to convey the deepest meanings and magic of his native land 
with the most precious of the arts. 
At this stage of his successful and long career there is no need to list recordings, awards and experiences that have made 
Fresu an international star, his music loved by many. Inside his trumpet sound runs the sap that has illuminated the 
European jazz nouvelle vague, the depth of a thought that doesn’t limit itself to music, his generosity that sees him in the 
right place at the right time and most of all the unending passion that always leads him. 
Being an omnivorous artist Paolo is currently busy on many projects. Apart from a literary side which has brought some 
very interesting works and being honored with the important honoris causa degree in Social Psychology at Università 



Bicocca of Milano, Italy in 2013, nowadays Fresu is working with his historical quintet which has been together for 30 
years of full activity and reciprocal understanding, his Devil quartet, which follows on the success of the Angel quartet 
that gave Paolo early international exposure some 15 years ago. 
His contemporary collaborations are also increasing. Some of these include the duo with Uri Caine, teaming up with 
Carla Bley and Steve Swallow and the successful meeting with Ralph Towner which started Paolo relationship with Ecm. 
Ecm eventually released the wonderful album Mistico Mediterraneo with Daniele Di Bonaventura and the polyphonic 
Corsican choir A Filetta and the duo record with Di Bonaventura. 
There is a fresh collaboration with Richard Galliano and Swedish pianist Jan Lundgren (Mare Nostrum) and several new 
adventures with some key names of the international contemporary jazz scene such as Omar Sosa, Gianluca Petrella, 
Manu Katché, Eivind Aarset, Dave Douglas Oren Marshall, and Arild Andersen. 
There are also some interesting collaborations with some great names of the Italian theatre and literature world (Ascanio 
Celestini, Lella Costa, Stefano Benni, Alessandro Bergonzoni, Milena Vukotic) besides a new small series of 
collaborations with the ‘intelligent’ part of Italian popular music. Music for cinema, and special projects like his “a solo” 
that mesmerized 3000 people at the Rome Auditorium or the Metastasio Theatre in Prato, all of this with the crazy great 
adventure that brought Paolo in 2001 to celebrate his 50th birthday performing 50 concerts in 50 consecutive days, each 
with a different line up and each with a different beautiful Sardinian landscape as backdrop. 
 It would be a mistake to neglect the attention towards the classical music world that is generating nice surprises with 
works that involve orchestral ensemble that manage to look forward and heroes of the avant-garde or also Paolo’s new 
challenge to promote young lions of contemporary jazz through the possibilities offered them by the new label Tǔk Music, 
founded to look to the future. 
 
 


